
Dream Developers had been build-
ing with oil-fired heating systems 
for over 15 years when owner 
Stephen Motto was introduced to  
the idea of using propane as a 
primary energy source for his new 
55+ community of Laurel Ridge  
in East Hampton, CT.

He liked the idea of using a fuel 
source that was environmentally 
friendly and non-toxic, and after 
hearing praises about propane from 
other developers, homeowners, 
and prospective buyers, he made 
the switch. With the help of Bemer 
Petroleum Corporation, Dream 

Developers installed an underground 
metered propane system to fuel its 
88-home development.

Because of their innovative use of 
propane, Dream Developers won 
the 2008 PROPANE Exceptional 
Energy® Homebuilder Award in 
the category of homes valued over 
$400,000. Because of the decision 
to only offer propane as an energy 
source, Dream Developers has 
been able to show their homebuyers 
a clear savings on their energy costs 
as well as on annual maintenance 
requirements at the community.
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  Homes Over $400,000

• �Location: Laurel Ridge 
Community in  
East Hampton, Connecticut

• �An underground-metered 
propane system designed to 
support an 88-home community 
and is supplied by a variety 
of underground 1,000- and 
1,450-gallon propane tanks. 
These tanks fuel individual 
homes’ heat, hot water, and 
fireplaces and in some homes, 
propane cooking, dryers, and 
gas grills as well. 
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 “Using propane as an energy source 
has allowed me to provide a cleaner 
burning fuel that requires less mainte-
nance and a cost benefit to the end 
user,” said Motto. “The customer 
response has been very positive.”

Dream Developers also has seen 
a savings at the developer’s level. 
The propane heating and hot water 
systems offer them cost savings 
compared to systems fueled by 
other energy sources. In addition, 
they now have the ability to  
power vent these systems, which 
allows them to save on the costs  
of building a chimney—savings  
Dream Developers passes along  
to their homebuyers. 

The underground-metered 
propane system in Laurel Ridge is 
supplied by a variety of 1,000- and 
1,450-gallon tanks. Each home 
is then metered to supply propane 
for a full-range of gas applications, 
including fireplaces, outdoor grills, 
home heating, cooking, and hot 
water. It also fuels a new 3,000 
square foot clubhouse where 
residents have access to a function 
room, exercise facilities, a full bar, 
kitchen, and lounge. 

Motto mentions propane’s conve-
nience and efficiency as the main 
reasons for choosing it as the 
primary energy source for Laurel 
Ridge—as well as why customer 
feedback has been so positive.  

But as with any developer of a project 
of this caliber, Motto also considered 
the aesthetics to be a high priority. 
For this, Motto relied on David  
DeTuccio, Jr., of Bemer Petroleum 
to design a propane system layout 
that achieved these requirements. 

The result? A discrete underground 
system with creative tank placement 
and skillful landscaping, and happy 
homeowners reaping the benefits—
and luxury—of a gas lifestyle. 

For more success stories on how 
propane fuels exceptional lifestyles, 
visit www.buildwithpropane.com.
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